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CHURCH TOURS

Friday
4:00pm - 8:00pm
Ask the Priest: 6:00pm
Saturday
1:00pm - 7:00pm
Ask the Priest: 2:00pm & 6:00pm
Sunday
1:00pm - 5:00pm
Ask the Priest: 2:00pm

CHURCH TOURS

As you enjoy the festival, take a moment to walk through our church and
experience the richness and beauty of the Orthodox Christian Faith. Gaze upon
the breathtaking iconography, the vestments of our clergy, and the liturgical
items we use in our worship services. There will be videos of our iconographer,
Vlasis Tsotsonis, creating the magnificent iconography you see. You will also
hear the traditional Byzantine chant that is used in our worship. Additionally, a
table will be present with information should you wish to learn more about the
history and traditions of the Orthodox Christian Church. Tours are self-guided,
but volunteers are present to answer your questions.

L J VISIT THE HELLENIC ROOM ‘B

Hellenic Museum of Michigan
Presents
“Hellenic Footprints: Greek Stories from the Midwest
and the Legacy of Olympia,” presented in collaboration with the
Consulate General of Greece in Chicago, offers a powerful exploration of
Greek-American life across the Midwest. Through striking photography,
video, and deeply personal histories, the exhibition traces the journeys,
struggles, and triumphs of communities who carried their heritage across
generations while shaping the cultural fabric of the United States. As
the nation reflects on 250 years of American independence, “Hellenic
Footprints” offers a meaningful perspective on the shared stories that
continue to define and enrich the American experience. Complementing
this exbibit is “The Legacy of Olympia,” an exploration of the origins of the
ancients Olympic Games. Visitors will discover how the Games began in
31 ancient Greece, and the traditions and ideals the shaped the competitions. I'E




Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church’s 2026 GreekFest!

Along with sharing our Greek American culture with you, we invite you to join us
in celebrating our beloved United States of America’s 250th anniversary of its
founding. We are all richly blessed to be a part of this great nation of ours, where
freedom, liberty, opportunity, equality under the rule of law, the pursuit of truth
and justice, and the pursuit of happiness are among its foundational ideals.
Those were ideals first defined about 2,500 years ago by the classical Greeks.

Since its inception, the United States has been called “The Great Experiment”
because the Founding Fathers wondered whether they could create a nation
based on principles first articulated by the Greeks, later developed by the
Romans, and much later by the philosophers of the Enlightenment. They asked,
“From what we’ve learned from the past, can we create a nation?” Their answer
was a resounding, “YES!” However, before they could create a nation, the
Founding Fathers had to first declare their independence from the British Empire
and fight a war to secure their freedom. That Declaration of Independence is
what we celebrate this year: 250 years, 1776-2026.

The American Revolution did more than create our nation. In the decades that
followed, many other peoples across the globe were inspired to adopt the ideals
of the Declaration of Independence to recreate their nations. Among those were
the Greeks, who, after 400 years of slavery under the Ottoman Turks, declared
their independence, revolted, and fought a bloody war for over eight years
(1821-1829) to earn their freedom; the modern Greek nation-state was born. In
short, the Greeks primarily inspired the Founding Fathers of our country, and 50
years later, the American Revolution inspired the Greeks to be free.

The ideals of the Declaration of Independence have bound Greeks and
Americans for 250 years; the two nations have been closest allies in every
military engagement ever since. From 1890-1921, approximately 500,000
Greeks immigrated to the United States. In the 1950s, another 40,000 arrived.
During the 1960s and 1970s, an additional 80,000 immigrated to America.
Today, there are over 3 million Greeks or citizens of Greek descent living in the
United States who are proud to be Greek and fiercely patriotic Americans.

This year’s GreekFest celebrates our nation’s 250th anniversary and the
unique Greek American culture that has successfully assimilated into it.
Enjoy our community and its ancient Orthodox Christian faith. Savor our
foods. Take pleasure in our music and dancing. Be Greek for a day, and
proud Americans forever!

Patriotically yours,
Fr. Michael Varlamos, PhD



GREEKFEST ENTERTAIN

FRIDAY

4:00pm Assumption Alpha & Omega Dancers
4:30pm Assumption Sigma Dancers
5:00pm Grand Opening — Chris Macres, M.C.
Fr. Michael Varlamos
Co-Chairs:
Tom Thomas, George Dallas, Bob DeWaele, Niko Moschouris,
Tony Marchiori, Achilles Papkonstantinou, Tom Giftos
National Anthem — Grosse Pointe South Marching Band
Honored Guests
Olympians Emilea Zingas and Vadym Kolesnik
Salute to America - Grosse Pointe South Marching Band
6:00pm-7:00pm Enigma Detroit Greek Band
7:00pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Epirus Dances)
7:30pm Junior Hellenic Society
8:00pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Cretan Dances)
8:15pm-11:00pm Open Greek Dancing with Enigma Detroit Greek Band

Olympians Emilea Zingas and Vadym Kolesnik Meet n’ Greet in Hellenic Room

SATURDAY

1:30pm-5:00pm Aegean Roots in the Foyer

2:00pm-3:30pm Devin Scillian and Arizona Son — Salute to America
4:00pm Alpha & Omega Dancers

4:30pm Sigma Dancers

5:00pm-6:30pm Enigma Detroit Greek Band

7:00pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Epirus Dances)
7:30pm Junior Hellenic Society

8:00pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Cretan Dances)
8:15pm-11:00pm Open Greek Dancing with Enigma Detroit Greek Band

Olympians Emilea Zingas and Vadym Kolesnik Meet n’ Greet in Hellenic Room



MENT SCHEDULE 2026

SUNDAY

12:00pm Alpha & Omega Dancers

12:30pm Sigma Dancers

1:30pm-5:00pm Aegean Roots in the Foyer

1:30pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Epirus Dances)

2:00pm Junior Hellenic Society

2:30pm Hellenic Society for the Performing Arts (Cretan Dances)

3:00pm-7:00pm Open Greek Dancing with Enigma Detroit Greek Band
6:00pm GRAND RAFFLE DRAWING

KIDS AREA ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

Friday

4:30pm — 6:00 pm Strolling: Crazy Craig (Unicycle &Juggling)
6:00pm: Kids Stage: Crazy Craig (Juggling Show, 30 min)
6:45pm - 8:00 pm Strolling: Crazy Craig (Stilts & Juggling)
8:00pm: Kids Stage: Crazy Craig (Juggling Show, 30 min)

Saturday

3:00pm: Kids Stage: Baffling Bill (Magic Show, 30 min)
4:30pm: Kids Stage: Baffling Bill (Magic Show, 30 min)
6:00pm: Kids Stage: Just Joe (Magic Show, 30 min)
8:00pm: Kids Stage: Just Joe (Magic Show, 30 min)

Sunday

1:00pm: Kids Stage: Just Joe (Magic Show, 30 min)

2:30pm: Kids Stage: Just Joe (Magic Show, 30 min)

3:00pm - 3:30 pm: Strolling: Crazy Craig (Unicycle &Juggling)
3:30pm: Kids Area: Crazy Craig (Juggling Show, 30 min)
3:30pm - 5:00 pm: Strolling: Crazy Craig (Stilts & Juggling)
5:00pm: Kids Area: Crazy Craig (Juggling Show, 30 min)

Visit our kids tent for face painting, hair braiding, games,
popcorn, cotton candy, and slushies.

On the Grounds: Inflatables, rides, magic shows,
stilt walker, jugglers, and more!




GREEKFEST MENU

DINNER ALA CARTE

LAMB SHANK $29 $20
CHICKEN KABOB $19 $10
SOUVLAKI $19 $10
SPINACH PIE $19 $10
TIROPTA (CHEESE PIE) $19 $10
DOLMATHES $19 $10
(STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES)

GYRO DINNER $19 $10
PASTITSIO $19 $10
(GREEK LASAGNA)

COMBINATION PLATE $29 $19

(SPINACH PIE, PASTITSIO, 3 DOLMATHES)

NOTE: ALL DINNERS INCLUDE:
GREEK SALAD, RICE, PEAS & PITA BREAD

KIDDIE MENU

HoT DOG $8
FRIES/BEVERAGE

CHICKEN TENDERS $8
FRIES/BEVERAGE




GREEKFEST EXPRESS

STATION CARRYOUT 2026
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 1ST 12PM - 8PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 2ND 11aAM-8PM
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 3RD 12PM - 6PM

SUPER SOUVLAKIA SPECIAL $40
10 SOUVLAKIA / 5 PITAS

CHICKEN TENDERS, FRIES $14
AND GREEK SALAD

CHICKEN TENDERS $9
(ALA CARTE)

SAGANAKI $11
FRIES $4
CHEESE FRIES $5
CHILI FRIES $5
CHILI FRIES W/CHEESE $5
GREEK FRIES W/FETA CHEESE $5
CONEY ISLAND $5
HoT DoG $4
GREEK SALAD $7
RICE PUDDING $5
BAKLAVA $4

BEVERAGES $3



VISIT OUR MARKETPLACE

Teleia Salon - 248.536.2586

Proud to be the only salon in the U.S. carrying Olive Era, an
exclusive Greek hair, skin, and body care collection inspired by
the beauty and traditions of Greece. .

Lou “Stath” Pavledes - 313.610.6271

Original acrylic and oil paintings on canvas.

Rich Gecko Gifts & Souvenirs - 561.566.3547

Handmade cork bags, handmade ceramic bowls, and jewelry.

Gems, Jewels, & More - 216.702.0696

Fashion jewelry including Greek Key Collection and many
more unique items.

Sonorali - 586.365.9833
Spring and mati themed items, beach bags, totes,
bracelets,and hats.

Secrets of the Desert - 772.979.3697

Stainless steel and fire opal jewelry, hand beaded magnetic
bracelets, essential oils, and orthodox crosses.

Healthy Aging with Bonnie - 313.410.7177
Science backed nutrition to support healthy aging, energy,
and everyday wellness.

Colossus Jewelry - 404.384.3877

Sterling and costume jewelry, women's clothing, men's t-shirts,
scarves, pashminas, ceramics, and lamps.

Greek Soul - 734.612.0846

Byzantine icons, prayer ropes, home altar items, other
religious and cultural items.



SHOPS AND PASTRY BOOTH

The Best Olive Oil - 586.883.5388

The Best Olive Oil from Greece.
www.thebestGreece.com

Anko Art - 908.319.4691

Beautiful original oil paintings on canvas and sketches.

Bakalikon - 313.587.3621

Importers of unique Greek products
- an amazing Greek marketplace!

MK lllustration - 586.431.0225

Customized Detroit and Greek apparel.
mkpillustration@gmail.com

Penelope’s of Greece - 617.279.6240
14K, 18K, 24K gold, sterling silver, one of a kind jewelry pieces,

18K gold crosses, religious items, and Greek coasters.

Theia and Eve Jewels - 586.899.9816

Bracelet and necklace charm bar.

Taylor Carlisle Galleries - 202.468.6581

www.taylor carlislegalleries.com Greek and Roman antique
engravings from the 18th and 19th centuries.

Special thanks to our team leaders and all who volunteered countless hours
to make our Assumption Festival a success.

We regret the omission of any donors who provided support after our printing deadline.

Omitted names will be published in our Church Epistle.

Co-Chairs: Tom Thomas, George Dallas, Bob DeWaele, Niko Moschouris,
Tony Marchiori, Achilles Papkonstantinou, Tom Giftos




Main Festival Sponsors
Atlas Wholesale Foods
GLP Financial Group

Entertainment Sponsor
Ted’s Coney Island

Market Place Sponsor
Bakalikon Greek Market

Bake Sale
Mechanical System Services

Entrance Sponsor
Flagstar Bank

Gold Sponsors

AHEE Jewelers

A.H. Peters Funeral Home

Assumption Ladies Philoptochos

Audio Rescue Team-Mike Fotias

Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Bournias
and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Coutilish

Cronus Communication, LLC

John and Beth Dallas

Robert and Chris DeWaele

Doetsch Environmental Services

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Giftos

Hotz Rental

Marchiori Catering

Mr. and Mrs. Niko Moschouris
and Family

National Coney Island

Pepsi Co.

Resurrection Cemetery-George

Horattas

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNO

Shores Inn Food & Spirits
Sophia’s Bakery
Mr. and Mrs. Leonidas Tavoularis
The Display Group
The Portwood Family

In Memory of Steve

and Joann Tsangalias
Zestia Greek Street Food

Silver Sponsors

Acropolis Parking, LLC

Anonymous

Joan and Dick DeRonne

G2 Lighting

Metropolitan Baking Company

Niki’s Pizza

Pegasus Taverna

US Foods

Fr. Michael and Presvytera
Tina Varlamos and family

Bronze Sponsors

Aegis Pointe Gunsmithing
Around the World Vacations
Assumption Senior Citizens
Astoria Bakery

Belicious Beverages

Brown and Brown Insurance
Kalliope Callas

Conner Park Florist
Daughters of Penelope Thamyris
Chapter

Diples Ladies

Hyperian Managed Services
Ted and Brenda Kotsis

Chris and Kathy Manos




WLEDGE OUR SPONSORS

Tom Pierce, Pierce and Co., Insurance
Pointe Alarm, LLC

Dave and Mary Price

Ram'’s Horn-Fraser

Ram'’s Horn-Kasapis Bros.

Ram’s Horn-Southfield

Ram’s Horn-Rochester Hills

Ram’s Horn-Roseville

Louie and Patti Theros

In Memory of Tom and Helen Thomas
Sargent Appliance

Schena Roofing and Sheet Metal
Roula and Fereniki Tsaprailis

George and Santhy Volis

Warthogs Motorcycle Club
Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons, Inc.

Olympians
George and Politimi Alexopoulos

James Andriotakis
Assumption GOYA

Milan E. Belans

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Caruso

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Caruso
Coloseum International Hair Salon
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Curtis
Chrystine Demopoulos

Helen DeAvila

Tula Economou

Rene Garkinos

Krisanne George

Dr. Ted and Jan Hadgis

Hand and Stone Massage

Bill and Pat Hamlin and Family
Karabetsos Family

Chrysanthe Kotsis Kohl

Amalia, Kathy and Tina Kyriazis

Bill and Blair Malian

Keith and Angie Mazur

John and Elena Mitropetros
and family

Tony Niarhos

Bill and Rosemary Niarhos

George Niarhakos

Ritsa Papakonstantinou

Koula Pozios

Maria Sherman

Stoukas Imports

Szura Insurance

George and Effie Tsopelas
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ORTHODOX TRADITION

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 2025 GREEK FEST

18201 CLINTON RIVERRD CLINTON TOWNSHIP, MI

INFO@MTELLIOTT.COM
George Horattas 586-226-3401




